4th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
Revised 7/7/22

Chapter 1: Geography of the United States	( 6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoSV.1, and 6.1.5.GeoPP.3

Objectives:
· Locate the United States on a map and Identify the five regions of the United States
· Explain how the population of the United States has changed over time by reading a timeline. 
· Identify people you will meet in the chapter.
· Locate and describe landforms and bodies of water in the United States.
· Differentiate between the five regions of the United States and identify some of their characteristics. 
· Explain how natural features sometimes provide the basis for state and national boundaries.
· Identify that regions are based on many different features.
· Define climate and distinguish it from weather.
· Identify factors that contribute to climate, such as wind, temperature, and precipitation.
· Explain the climate differences in the five regions of the United States. 
· Identify the natural resources in the United States .
· Analyze and classify natural resources, capital resources, and human resources.
· Distinguish between renewable and nonrenewable resources. 
· Explain ways people conserve resources.
· Evaluate how the environment impacts how and where people live.
· Analyze the way technology has both harmed and improved the environment. 

Extended Activity:
Students will compose a list of resources for the different regions of the United States and classify them to demonstrate knowledge of renewable and renewable resources. Then they will choose one and write a paragraph explaining how the resources are used and protected. 

Gifted and Talented Activity:
Students will create a video advertisement that will focus on the compelling question , “Why should people come to the United States to visit and explore?” Students will create a web organizer to collect information of their designated region, write a script that will be used in the video with a partner or small group, and they will record their video and use computer programs to enhance their presentations. 
Chapter 2: Americans and their History ( 6.1.5.CivicsPI.9,  6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.6, and 6.1.5.CivicsDP.2

Objectives:
· Place key events and people of American history in a chronological sequence and context.
· Identify significant events in American history and the  people connected to these events.
· Analyze visuals such as maps and timelines. 
· Describe how archeologists learn about the first Americans. 
· Describe how the first Americans lived.
· Identify early European explorers and colonies 
· Define the Columbian exchange and discuss how it affected life in Europe and the Americas.
· Describe elements of government in the English colonies.
· Describe how the United States gained its independence from Britain.
· Identify actions and events that contributed to a growing movement for independence among American colonists.
· Identify the reasons that some Americans called for a new constitution in the 1780s.
· Summarize some of the issues that were discussed at the Constitutional Convention and ratification. 
· Describe the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and the LEwis and Clark expedition.
· Define Manifest Destiny and describe its impact on the country.
· Discuss the causes of and the events leading to the Civil War.
· Identify the goals of Reconstruction.
· Describe how the growth of and changes in the United States in the mid-nineteenth century affected Native Americans. 
· Describe the impact of the transcontinental railroad and other transportation systems on the growth of the United States. 
· Explain how manufacturing and inventions changed life for ordinary Americans.
· Define the elements of the Great Depression and the New Deal.
· Discuss the causes and effects of World War I and World War II.
· Explain why the end of World War II is often considered a turning point for the United States. 
· Define the Cold War and explain how it was different from other wars.
· Identify key events of the Civil Rights Era.
· Describe the challenges faced by the United States today. 


Extended Activity:

Students will break into small groups and work to identify the events discussed throughout the chapter and create a timeline of events. They will choose three events and explain why and how each of the events they selected changed the country. This will be presented in front of the class.

Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will choose one important American and will present information about how they shaped history. Students will prepare a backdrop that will include key facts about the American, write a speech using information from research, then they will dress and use props to share what they have learned about this American. 


Chapter 3: Government in the United States ( 6.1.5.CivicsPI.4, 6.1.5.CivicsPI.3, 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPI.1

Objectives:
· Identify key events in the history of the government of the United States in chronological sequence.
· Identify people in the government in the United States. 
· Analyze visuals such as maps and timelines. 
· Demonstrate that government  and laws are necessary to our nation.
· Demonstrate that the government provides goods and services.
· Identify the documents that establish our government.
·  Identify ideas and principles from the Declaration of Independence and the U. S Constitution.
· Understand the importance of the Declaration of Independence, the Preamble, and the Bill of Rights of the Constitution. 
· Understand the functions and responsibilities of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the federal government.
· Understand the system of checks and balances in the three branches of the federal government. 
· Identify and understand the differences between the national, state, and local levels of government.
· Identify the process for how a bill becomes a law. 
· Identify important rights of the citizens in the United States. 
· Analyze and understand national, state symbols, and holidays that commemorate people, events, and ideals of our government. 
· Identify how citizens participate in their government and community by fulfilling their responsibilities and exercising their rights.
· Demonstrate how constitutional amendments have changed our nation. 



Extended Activity:

Students will fill in a graphic organizer to further understand the founding principle of the United States. The three boxes will be titled Life, Liberty, and Pursuit of Happiness. Then students will write examples of how each of these rights are supported and expressed in their own lives. 


Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will write a letter to a local official that will convince or persuade them to help with a community issue. They will create an outline with issues in the community and how the local government can help. Then they will research to find the official that can assist them and then write a letter that will ask questions to persuade them to help. They will also work with a partner to edit the letter and mail it to the official.

Chapter 4: The Nation’s Economy( 6.1.5.CivicsPI.4, 6.1.5.EconNM.6, 6.1.5.EconEM.2, 6.1.5.EconET.2, 6.1.5.CivicsPR.1, 6.1.5.EconEM.1, 

Objectives:
· Use a map to identify the top-selling in each state.
· Read a timeline to summarize how life changed for American workers from the 1700s to today. 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the basics of our economic system, including the role of producers, consumers, and products. 
· Understand the basic questions that all economic systems must answer.
· Differentiate between a free enterprise system and other economic systems.
· Understand and identify the government’s role and services as well as laws and rules to protect the U. S. economy.
· Understand the difference between bartering and the use of money.
· Understand and demonstrate how businesses provide goods and services to the public to make a profit. 
· Explain why entrepreneurs are willing to take risks to start a new business.
· Identify the forces of supply and demand in a market economy. 
· Understand and demonstrate that individuals and families make economic decisions daily.
· Understand scarcity and its impact on consumers.
· Demonstrate an understanding of opportunity cost and how it shapes economic choices.
· Identify and classify economic incentives in our economy. 
· Explain the role of banks and savings in the lives of individuals, families, communities, and businesses.
· Understand the connection between work, income, skills, and families’ lives.
· Demonstrate how technology has led to an increase in global trade.
· Identify examples of globalization and how it has led to interdependence between countries.
· Understand the difference between imports and exports.
· Demonstrate an understanding of specialization and the division of labor and how they lead to higher quality and increase in productivity.
· Describe the effects of globalization in today’s world. 

Extended Activity:
Divide students evenly into groups, assigning each group the identity of one of the places on the map where car parts are made. Give each group a very small pile of interlocking building blocks of a unique shape or color. Ensure that these piles are not all equivalent in number. Keep several of each kind to distribute to the proper groups at random times. Tell students that these represent the car part their country exports. Explain that their job is to acquire all the imported parts needed to assemble the “cars” in their own factory. The group that assembles the most complete cars wins. Groups are
free to trade with each other in any quantity at any time, but they will have to budget the item they are exporting so they always have a supply to trade with others. Circulate through the groups as they work, randomly dropping a few of their exported items at each group, to represent their continued manufacture of new parts. When time is up, count the number of complete cars and declare a winner. Ask students to share what lessons they learned about imports, exports, and globalization.

Gifted and Talented Activity: 
Assign students to cooperative groups by counting off to an appropriate number (for example, if you have 25 students, assign students numbers 1 through 5). Ask each team to write down a scenario which would require the people involved to come to a difficult decision. Collect these and redistribute to other groups. Have group members conduct a cost-benefit analysis before coming to a decision. Have each group share the dilemma members were presented with, what costs and benefits they saw, and what decision they reached.
 
VIDE

Chapter 5 Regions: The Northeast 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.2, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, and  6.1.5.GeoPP.1

Objectives

· Place key events and people of American history in a chronological sequence and context.
· Identify significant events in the history of the Northeast.
· Analyze visuals such as maps and timelines.
· Identify the physical characteristics of the Northeast region.
· Describe the differences between coastal and mountain areas of the region.
· Interpret a physical map of the Northeast.
· Describe the bodies of water in the Northeast.
· Describe natural resources that are plentiful in the Northeast region of the United States. 
· Identify agricultural products of the Northeast.
· Interpret a map of natural resources.
· Explain some of the features that contribute to tourism in the Northeast.
· Analyze the way of life of American Indians and their interactions with early settlers. 
· Describe the roles the colonies of the Northeast played in the American Revolution.
· Explain how abolitionists and advocates for women’s rights influenced the country.
· Describe the different waves of immigration.
· Describe the impact of immigration on the United States and the Northeast region. 
· Identify nineteenth-century inventions and advances in technology, and explain how they helped industry grow. 
· Describe the causes and effects of the reform movement.
· Explain the factors that contributed to the growth of cities in the Northeast.
· Analyze the differences between urban and rural lifestyles in the Northeast.
· Describe the landmarks and unique characteristics of cities of the Northeast.
· Describe how cities have changed over time.




Extended Activity: 

Have students work with a partner to select a city of the Northeast and develop a brochure about its landmarks and attractions. Encourage them to consider what
makes the city unique that would attract tourists. Students should include photographs or drawings, as well as captions to show the places to go.


Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will write a speech to persuade people to support your cause to gain more rights for immigrants. Have students begin by working with a partner to talk about some of the ideas they will want to include in their speech. Then they should talk about how they will organize these ideas. They may want to begin by talking about the problem and then tell the solution that they propose. Questions that students will be answering in their speech will be given. Then students will review and organize their notes. Pair up students to review one another’s draft speeches and offer constructive suggestions for improvement.Students will then make changes to their speeches based on their meeting with their partners and proofread their speeches and to fix any errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.


Chapter 6: Regions: The Southeast  6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7, 6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 

Objectives
· Identify, locate, and describe the major landforms of the Southeast.
· Identify, locate, and describe major rivers and bodies of water in the Southeast.
· Discuss how the different lands in the Southeast support different kinds of plants and animals.
· Discuss the weather and climate of the Southeast.
· Understand how major storms form and how they affect the Southeast.
· Summarize the ways people in the Southeast change their environment in order to prepare for extreme weather events as well as handle their effects.
· Identify and describe the major resources of the Southeast and the locations where they are found.
· Describe how the resources of the Southeast have shaped the lives of the region’s people.
· Summarize how the region’s people interact with and change their environment in order to obtain resources.
· Identify different groups that have settled in the Southeast during its history and summarize their interactions.
· Summarize the role played by people of the Southeast in the formation of the United States and in the nation’s early history.
· Discuss the role people of the Southeast had in trans-
· Appalachian expansion and in the settling of states across the country.
· Identify and summarize the achievements of key figures in the history of the Southeast.
· Know how to read a road map.
· Know how to use a scale to measure and estimate distance on a road map.
· Identify major cultural achievements of the Southeast.
· Describe the widespread influence of the culture of the Southeast throughout the rest of the country and the world.
· Summarize the social and economic changes that the Southeast has experienced since the Civil War. 
· Identify and describe some major cities of the Southeast.


Extended Activity:

Have students write flash cards with facts about the cities they learned about in this lesson. (Make sure students look at photo captions as well as the running text when writing their flash card facts.) Collect the flash cards and play a “Where Am I?” game with the students, where they name the city based on the fact you read aloud from the card.



Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will create a blog that will suggest a way to conserve the Southeast Coast. They will brainstorm, write a draft, share with a partner, and revise. Students will discuss the compelling question, “Why should we protect the coastal environment?” with students. Remembering what they have learned in the chapter and ask them to review their bulleted lists. They may turn to a partner and say in their own words why they believe it’s important to protect the coastal environment.




Chapter 7: Regions: Midwest 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3

· Describe the landforms of the Midwest.
· Identify and discuss the major rivers and bodies of water in the Midwest.
· Describe the weather and climate of the Midwest and identify the sources of the region’s climate patterns.
· Describe the plant and animal life of the Midwest.
· Discuss how the Midwest’s land and climate make it one of the world’s most productive agricultural areas.
· Summarize how factors such as soil type and climate create areas in the Midwest in which different crops thrive.
· Identify nonagricultural natural resources in the Midwest.
· Discuss how the region’s people interact with and change their environment in order to obtain resources.
· Identify American Indian groups that have lived in the Midwest.
· Discuss the role of the fur trade in the early history of the Midwest.
· Summarize the history of settlement in the Midwest, including immigration within the United States, immigration from other countries, and the displacement of American Indians.
· Discuss how the development of industry in the Midwest led to increased migration to the region.
· Summarize the history and growth of Chicago and other major cities of the Midwest.
· Discuss the importance of trade in the history of the growth of the Midwest.
· Discuss the history of transportation in the Midwest and summarize the way it linked the Midwest to other regions and led to economic growth.
· Identify contemporary economic trends in the Midwest.
· Summarize the cultural attractions that the Midwest offers tourists and its residents.

Extended Activity:

Have students work with a partner to research the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869. A nice introduction to the topic is a short PBS documentary available
online: “Beyond the Crowds: Golden Spike”. Ask students to write a paragraph or two summarizing their findings about some aspect of the transcontinental railroad. Then have them share one interesting fact with the class. If students have trouble narrowing their focus, suggest that they research the role Chinese workers played in completing the railroad. Other interesting topics might include: obstacles the workers had to overcome, the golden spike, the completion ceremony, or how the transcontinental railroad and the telegraph are connected.


Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Have pairs research their assigned state to find three places that tourists like to visit. Have them label the places, write short descriptions of each, and design a transportation route for how they would get there from where they are now. Then they will present their information to the class. 


Chapter 8: Regions: Southwest 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.GeoPP.1, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3

· Identify the states of the Southwest.
· Describe the landscape and geographical features of the Southwest region.
· Explain why the Grand Canyon is unique.
· Define erosion and describe the causes and effects of erosion.
· Identify natural resources found in the Southwest and describe how these influence the economy.
· Describe the climate of the Southwest and how the climate varies from one area to another within the region.
· Identify where tornadoes occur. 
· Describe the plants and animals common to the Southwest. 
· Explain how the elevation of the western part of the region differs from the eastern part and how this affects plant life
· Identify American Indian groups that lived in the Southwest and describe aspects of their cultures. 
· Identify early explorers of the Southwest and the roles they played in the development of the region.
· Discuss the colonial period and influence of Spanish missions.
· Describe some of the things that attract people to the
· Identify American Indian groups that lived in the Southwest and describe aspects of their cultures. 
· Identify early explorers of the Southwest and the roles they played in the development of the region.
· Discuss the colonial period and influence of Spanish missions.
· Describe some of the things that attract people to the
· Explain why water is important to human life.
· Describe sources of water in the world and identify the main sources of water in the Southwest.
· Describe how people have adapted to the climate of the Southwest. 
· Explain why water conservation is important and identify methods that people can use to conserve water.

Extended Activity:

Break students into small groups to create a water conservation poster. Encourage students to research facts about water consumption and how to save water for their posters. Post the posters around the school as a reminder for what other students can do to save water.

Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will plan a cultural festival. Students will focus on the compelling question, “How can culture connect us to the past and the present?” Encourage students to think about the Quest and how the Quest connections help to answer the compelling question. Students will brainstorm, make an outline, and create the cultural booths. Class will be given time to visit each booth in order to experience each culture. 

Chapter 9: Regions: West 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3, 6.1.5.GeoPP.6, 6.1.5.GeoPP.6, 6.1.5.EconNM.2, 6.1.5.GeoPP.5, 6.1.5.GeoGI.4, 6.1.5.GeoPP.5

· Describe the varied lands of the West, especially its major landforms.
· Analyze the physical processes that result in volcanic activity, earthquakes, hot springs and geysers, and the formation of islands in the West.
· Compare the many lakes and rivers the West has.
· Describe the wide variety of climates found in the West, including the hottest and coldest areas, and areas with more moderate climates.
· Identify areas of high and low precipitation in the West.
· Analyze the physical processes that are responsible for the rain shadow effect.
· Analyze and compare the relationship between climate and the varied plant and animal life of the West.
· Identify major natural resources in the West and how they create income.
· Understand that the West has many mines that provide minerals.
· Identify important agricultural lands in the West and their varied products.
· Demonstrate an understanding that human-made features such as canals and dams bring water to dry areas of the West.
· Demonstrate how the sea is an important resource in the West.
· Identify American Indian groups that have lived in the West.
· Demonstrate how Spanish exploration and colonization led to the development of the West.
· Understand the history of Western settlement by people from elsewhere in the United States and abroad.
· Understand and identify how U.S. expansionism and trade led to the acquisition and eventually statehood of  Hawaii and Alaska. 
· Understand the growth of cities in the West.
· Identify major elements of the West’s economy today. 
· Demonstrate the importance of trade to the economy of the West, especially trade with other nations that border the Pacific Ocean.
· Understand that the West has many ports at which goods are both imported and exported.
· Describe the challenges the West faces today and in the future and what the region is doing to meet those challenges.


Extended Activity:

Have students work in pairs or small groups and create a dynamic, colorful, six-panel graphic novel about the future of the West. They may choose their own topic, which could include technology, green initiatives, or the battle against drought. Their graphic novels should feature a main character who is trying to either learn something new or help solve a problem. Student groups should meet first and decide the topic and story, then begin creating their novel. After all novels are complete, have groups exchange them with each other and read them. When the entire class has read every graphic novel, lead a class discussion about the issues raised in the novels. 

Gifted and Talented Activity: 

Students will write a journal entry as a pioneer from the past that moved west by brainstorming, writing a draft, revising, and sharing with the class. They will ​​incorporate what they learned about expressing their feelings in an informal, personal style as they write their draft journal entry. Discuss the compelling question, “Why do people move from place to place?” with students. Remind them of what they have learned in the chapter and ask them to review their notes from step 1. They may turn to a partner and say in their own words what they saw, felt, and experienced on their journey.





Celebrating New Jersey

6.1.5.Civics DP.3, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.2, 6.1.5.Civics PI.9, 6.1.5.Civic PI.1, 6.1.5.CivicsCM.5, 6.1.5.GeoPP.2, 6.1.5.CivicsPD.3

· Students will learn about the Lenni-Lenape (the first people to live on the land known as New Jersey today) as well as early European settlers who came. 
· Students will find out about the natural resources of the land. 
· They will learn why European settlers came to the Americas. 
· Students will also learn how New Jersey became a state through major events that occurred.
· Analyze key historical events from the past to explain how they led to the creation of the state of New Jersey and the United States.
· Analyze a timeline to distinguish between major historical events in New Jersey’s history.
· Review a brief history of the American Revolution, which led to the New Jersey statehood.
· Investigate the lives of New Jerseyans who have contributed to the improvement of society.
· Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to society’s challenges.
· Describe why various groups, voluntarily or involuntarily,immigrated to New Jersey and the United States, and analyze the challenges they face.
· Describe how landforms, climate, weather, and resources have had an impact on where and how people live and work.
· Use maps to explain the impact of location and place on the relationships between places in New Jersey and the United States.
· Use a variety of geographic representations to describe the similarities and differences between places in New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 
· Describe how the development of different transportation systems have had an impact on the economies of New Jersey and the United States.
· Cite examples of how technological advances have changed the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
· Compare New Jersey’s regions to determine the role that geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and the labor force play in economic opportunities.
· Describe how the availability of resources in New Jersey and other states have effected economic opportunities.
· Use economic data to explain how trade leads to increasing economic interdependence among nations.
· Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on the impact of European colonization on the Lenni-Lenape of New Jersey.
· Make evidence-based inferences to describe how the influence of the Lenni-Lenape culture is manifested in different regions of New Jersey.



Extended Activity:

Have students practice saying Lenni-Lenape. Ask students if they have heard of this tribal nation or know of anyone who is Lenni-Lenape. Have students read The Legend of the Cape May Diamond by Trinka Hakes Noble. Have students form small groups to perform a skit to reenact the legend. Allow groups time to practice. Then, have each group perform the skit for the class.

Gifted and Talented:

Students will be presented with a real-world problem (climate change) and will participate in an activity to help the Quest character. In this case, the character is the city mayor. She needs help writing a speech to help persuade citizens to support her climate change action plan. Students will need to provide evidence and strong arguments to prove that small changes can make a big difference. Students will analyze other speeches on climate change in order to get some ideas for writing the speech. To help guide this inquiry-based project, students will be provided writing guidance. 


	New Jersey Legislative Statutes and Administrative Code 
(place an “X” before each law/statute if/when present within the curriculum map)




	X
	Amistad Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
	X
	Holocaust Law: 
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28
	X
	LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35
	X
	Diversity & Inclusion: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.36a
	X
	Standards in Action: 
Climate Change








